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A N E C D O T E S, • &c. 




AVING been informed that the 

Reverend Mr. Hanbury had publiflied 

a book entitled, The Hiftory of tht Rife 

and Progrefs of the charitable Foundations at 
Churcb-Langton, and that mention was made 
therein of my name, to the difadvantage of 

my reputation, it naturally excited my curiofity 
to fee it. Upon enquiry, finding the price of 
it to be no lefs than fix (hillings, and looking 

upon that as too exorbitant for a book which 

probably would afford neither entertainment or 
improvement, and which, according to the 

title, muft chiefly be the trumpet to the foun- 
der's own praife, founded moft powerfully by 
himfelf, it deterred me from being a purchafer : 

however a friend, to whom one of them had 
been given, was fo obliging, fometime after, 

to lend it me. 

It will eafily be imagined, that little time 

clapfed before I gave it a perufal. I foon dif- 

B covered 
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covered that the main drift of this publication, 
next to the motive above hinted, was to gratify 
pique and refentment ; to blacken and calumniate 
all thofe whofe fentiments happened not to co- 
incide with his ; and who, although they might 
have approved of his iirft plan, or defign, yet 

had too much difcretion to approve of, and 
too much firmnefs to comply with, every chi- 



merical, abfurd, or unreafonable meafure of his 
propofing. 

It is levelled, principally, at his firft fet of 
Truftees, men of the moft refpe&able charac- 



ters ; and at the conductor of his mufical per- 
formances, who efteems it an honour to be in 
fb good company. Perhaps the former, may 
look upon this treatment as a matter of indif- 
ference; but it is, by no means, fuch with 

refpedt to me: for, as, in fome meafure, my 

bread depends upon the favour of the public, 
to which I have ever paid the utmoft regard, 
and can never be too thankful to the Almighty, 
for that portion of it, which he, in his great good- 
nefs, hath allotted me, it behoveth me to fup- 
port fuch a character, as, in fbme degree, may be 
deferving of it; fhould I, therefore, fuffer fo great 



an injury to pais unnoticed, my very filence, pro- 
bably, would be conftrued into an acknowledge- 
ment of my guilt. For this reafon, I beg the 
candid reader's patience, whilft the feveral paflages, 

wherein he hath falfely, and wrongfully accufed 
me, are pointed out \ and the fadts fo illiberally 



reprefcnted, are placed Jn a proper light, fo 

~ as 
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as to appear in their genuine colours, not 

doubting, if granted, but he will be fufficiently 

convinced, that the accufer, and he only, is 
worthy of blame. 

Perhaps it may be deemed preemption in 
me, to enter the lift with this Goliah, who, 
armed cap a pie in his felf-fufficiency, bids de- 
fiance to all the world ; me, who, compared to 
him, am but a {tripling, a Dock or Nettle to 
the Oak that (hades them, and unaccuftomed 
to wield the weapons of the literary combat ; 
he a warrior from his youth, and now vaunt- 
ingly boafteth of having overcome every Anta- 
gonist who dared to oppofe him: however, 

trufting in the goodnefs of my caufe,* though 
fenfible of my own inability, I defpair not of 
finding a fmall, fmooth ftone, which, fent from 
the fling of veracity, may have its due weight 
and efficacy. 

In the courfe of the following narrative it 
will be neceflary to re&ify a few miftakes; 
which, although they very Uttle affedt me, yet, 
will ferve to convince the reader, that the Au- 
thor of the Hiftory does not always adhere 
ftridtly to truth, and that he will not ftick at 
telling a Fib, now and then, to ferve his own 



pof< 



firft which occurs, is no lefs than an 



pofition upon 



J 



ing what the performances were to be, viz. 
Judas Machabjeus, Messiah, and Samson, 

B 2 and 
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and the Days on which they were to be per- 
formed, there follows a " N. B. The extraor- 



cc 



<c 



€C 



CC 



CC 



dinary approbation with which thefe kinds 
oi f acred compqfition have been conduced at 
Church-Langton, makes it needlefs to add 
any thing more than to affure the public, 
that the fame capital bands and voices as before 
are engaged for the above performances." 

Whereas, the firft principal Singer, and the 
principal Violoncello, with fbme others of the 
band were changed ; particularly Mifs Thomas 

for Mafter Millard, who fung her part not 
only at this meeting, but that at Leicefter and 
Nottingham, the two fiicceeding years, Mr. 
Paxton was alio changed for Mr. Sharp, and 
Mr. Jenkins for Mr. Willis, who was fecond 
Trumpet. The other alterations I do not ex- 
actly remember, however, thefe material ones, 
are fufficient to prove that the capital performers 
were not the fame as before. 



In giving an account of the fuccefs with 

which each day's performance was attended, he 

fays " The third day's performance was obliged 
" to be altered, fome parts of that noble ora- 



torio of Samfbn, being found wanting or 
cc incorreft : and Efther was, by the defire of 
" Dr. Hayes, fubftituted in its room." Not 



fo indeed 5 there were no parts found wanting 
or incorrect ; neither was it by my defire that 
Efther was fubftituted in the room of Samfbn j 



it was a moot point to me which of them 
(hould be done. I only took the freedom of 



mentioning 
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Philiftine m 

leaving him to judge, how well it would fuit 
with the facred place where it was to be 

exhibited. 

This might be one reafon for the alteration, 

but there is ilill a more prevailing one behind. 
It was at the fame time reprefented to him, 
that Samfon required almoft double the num- 
ber of principal fingers hitherto engaged ; 

and that it would not be in our power to find 
a perfon capable of undertaking the part of 
Micah (as it really would not have been) 
within a reafonable diftance, or upon the very- 
moderate terms he required. Had Mrs. Scot 
(the moft equal to it of any) been engaged 
for that part, it is probable that her pay would 
have been nearly equal to that of the whole 
fet of principal fingers befide. For thefe pru- 
dential reafons I advifed him to make choice 
of Efther : and this out of the moft friendly 
motive, and the fincereft regard to the Charity, 
to which I have ever been an hearty well-wifher. 

After telling us that the public were made 

acquainted with the alteration, by advertifement, 
he proceeds thus. " But fome how or other, 

a notion prevailed that Efther was not worth 
ic the hearing ; fo that the audience for the 
" third day amounted to no more than about 
<c an hundred and twenty people. This alter- 
iC ation (which was owing to Dr. Hayes, who 

found the Books) was a con fider able lofs to 

11 the fchemej and notwithftanding we had 

" three 



cc 



cc 
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" three oratorios, upon fumming up our ex- 



ec 



cc 



pences and profits, we were found only fifteen 




unds and a few (hillings gainers." As to 

the notion which he fays prevailed, that Either 

was not worth the hearing, I can only fay, that 

if any fiich notion did prevail, it muft be owing 

to himfelf, who was the only perfon I heard 

objeft to it ; and was, perhaps, almoft the only 

perfon in that part of the world who had heard 

it. Upon what he founded his prejudice, I 

know not; but fince it flood fb low in his 

why was it referved to be the laft 

performance of the three ? furely it would have 

been wifer, and more politic, to have placed it 

either firft or fecond ; whilft the appetite of 

the audience was keen and unfated, when pro- 
bably it would have been extremely well re- 

lifhed by them ; than to bring it on (un-invi- 
ting as he thought it to be) after they had 
been feafting for two days upon the richeft 
and moft delicious fare that could be provided 




for them. 

It is not to be doubted, that had the former 



method been adopted (according to my advice) 



but the whole would have been better attended, 
and the fcheme fuftained lefs damage, at leaft, 
if not confidently benefitted. 



If there were fifteen pounds and fome dril- 



lings over and above the expences, how came 

it to pafs that feveral perfbns concerned in the 
performances went unpaid, not only their pre- 
sent gratuity, but even the arrears due to them 

for 



*»v 
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for former attendance ? At that time, I had 
not received all the money due to me and the 
boys, at the firft and fecond meeting ; and 
now, was obliged to give him credit for more. 
It is true, when thefe performances were over, 
I obtained his note-of-hand for the whole fum 
due ; which then amounted to thirty -four 

pounds : However, no notice was taken of the 
payment thereof, until I made a demand of 
it by letter (having been advifed fo to do) on 
the approach of our Meeting at Leicefter the 
fummer following. The anfwer to which was 
extremely vague, and by no means fatisfa&ory ; 

it amounting to no more than if matters turned 
out well at Letcejler, it Jhould be paid. Upon 

this I fent him another letter, couched in 

more peremptory terms than the former, wherein 

the previous payment of the note, was made 
the condition of my attending that meeting j 

which was rather difpleafing to him : for he 
could not help making a few angry remarks, 
and calling it (hameful, and unbecoming a 
Gentleman ; however, he immediately pro- 
ceeded to bufinefs, in a very cool and proper 
manner, telling me the days which had been 

thought of for the Oratorios, provided they 
would be convenient to me and the London 
performers ; and if not, what other weeks 
would ferve the purpofe as well, &c. &c. If 
thjs had been done previous to the Nottingham 
meeting the year following, how much trouble 
had been faved, and diigrace prevented, on 

both 
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both fides. Moreover, he told me the money 
was then ready, and that if I would draw 
upon him immediately, or would contrive any 
other method of getting it paid, it fhould be 
anfwered. Neverthelefs he feemed defirous to 
put off the payment 'till the Leicefter meeting, 
and concluded his letter with a very civil in- 
vitation to his houfe, in my way thither. But 
as the bird in hand is worth two in the buth, 
I preferred a draught payable in London ; 

which accordingly was fent, and it met with 
due honour, 

Mr. Hanbury well knows, as alfo the Reve- 
rend Meflieurs Croker and Griffin, his friends, 
who af&fted him, to what mean and pitiful 
ihifts he was driven, at the firft meeting, to 

eke out the money, fo as to be able to pay 
thofe performers who could not afford, and 
thofe who refufed, to give him credit : for, 

notwithftanding he now declares the monies 
received, and the expences, great as they were, 
of {o grand a band of performers, and erecting 

the pro tempore galleries, were at leaft equal, 

if not in favour of the Charity j can it be fup- 
fed, that, if it really was fo, he would have 

lutfered Mr, Pinto to have returned without 

one fhilling of his gratuity ; that he would 
have endeavoured to prevail upon Meflieurs 
Vincents, Miller, and others, to have done 

the fame : myfelf with little more than half 

the fiim I ought to have received, and great 

part of that in bafe, and unpaffable, coin ? 

furely 
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furely no. But the meaneft of all mean things, 
was that of extorting half a guinea from each 
of thofe performers whole gratuity had before 
been fet as low as poffible ; and this, as he 
pretended, for the fake of the Charity. Query, 
Whether they are enrolled as benefaftors, as in 
juftice they ought to have been ? If fo, it will 
appear that my name in particular, ought to 
ftand high in that honourable lift ; fince I not 

only contributed, chearfully, my mite with the 
reft, but really and truly for the fake of the 

Charity, totally relinquifhed my perquifite for 

the ufe of my books, from the firft to the laft 
of the performances. 

In order to afcertain what advantage accrued 
to the charity from this donation, it will be ne- 
ceflary firft to acquaint the reader, that I 
ufually charge two guineas for the ufe of each 
Oratorio, viz. for the fcore and parts, for the 
voices and inftruments, which is extremely mo- 
derate. That fum therefore fhall be fet down, 
without mentioning any for my time and trouble 
in collating, correding, and repairing the parts 

for fo numerous a band, to which might be 
added, extra writing, to complete the fame, and 

the accompt will ftand as follows. 

N. B. The various pieces of Church-Mulic 
are rated altogether as one Oratorio. 



C At 



IO 



At the fir ft Meeting 



tember the 2.6th, 1759. 



jr. s . d. 



Church-mufic 220 

Meffiah — 2 2 o 



At the fecond Meeting at Ditto, July 

the lotby 1760. 

For the ufe of Church-mufic — 220 

Meffiah — — — 2 7, o 



At the third Meeting at Ditto, July 

the %tb, 1 76 1. 

For the ufe of Judas Macchabaeus 220 

Meffiah —220 

Efther 2 2, o 



At the fourth Meeting, which was at 

Leicefier, in 1762. 

For the ufe of Judas Macchabaeus 220 

Meffiah — — — 220 

Samfon — 220 

Alexander's Feaft, 2 2 Q 



Ode to the Memory \ 
of Mr. Handel * 



x o 



£ 2 4- 3 J> 

At 



II 



At the fifth Meetings which was at Nottingham* 

May the ^\fl y 1763. 

jr. s . d. 

For the ufe of Meffiah 2 2 o 

Judas Macchabseus 220 
Samfon — — — 2 2 o 

Alexander's Feaft, 220 



Ode to the Memory 1 
of Mr, Handel 3 



1 o 



990 

Brought over 24 3 o 

Total >C 33 ia ° 

To the above accompt ought to be added 
the feveral fums which were faved by my pre- 
paring a Boy, at his requeft, to fing the firft 
Woman's part, in all the Oratorios for the 
three laft Meetings; viz. at the firft of thefe four- 
teen guineas ; and at each of the others twelve. 

jr. s . d. 

t.e. At the Meeting in 1761, 14 14 o 

in 1762, 12 12 o 
in 1763, 12 12 o 

£3* '«* 

Now let us put thefe fums together, that it 
may be feen how much lefs the profits would 
have been, than the fums now (for the firft 

C 2 time) 



12 

time) ascertained. [For the firft time, I fay ; be 
caufe it is well known, that when the Truftec 
demanded a fight of his account, he refufed to 
produce it : and this was the prime caufe of 
their coolnefs, and declining to aft. He was 
then afked, how it was poffible they could 
difcharge their truft, unlefs all accounts what- 
foever were laid before them for infpe&ion ? 
without which, they were but mere nominal 
Truftees, and had not the power of afting.] 

£. s. d. 

For the ufe of Books, — — — 33 12 o 
Saved in the Expence of a Woman 1 « „ 

finger, ~ — 3^ 



£ 72 100 



N.B. This calculation 
fuppofition of Mifs Thomas 
a demand for going one ye 

Nottingham 



Leicefter 



places {he would have had more than double 
the number of Oratorios to have (bared in) 
than for her attendance at Church-Langton ; 
which cannot reafbnably be imagined : becaufe 
at Langton, £he was accommodated, with bed 
and board, at the parlbnage- houfe 5 whereas at 
either of the other places, {he muft have been 
at the expence of both at an inn, or in pri- 
vate lodgings. Suppofe then we allow her 
only five guineas extraordinary at each place, 
this will make an addition of ten to the above 

Sum, 



*3 

fum, which makes my donation amount to 
83/. os. od. 

Perhaps it may be urged, that Mr. Hanbury 
was not obliged to engage Mifs Thomas, had 
not the Boy been made capable of performing 
her part ; he might have found out another ; 
but where ? There was not a woman at that 
time in the kingdom fo equal to the part, who 
would have undertaken it, for double her 

gratuity. 

To return. At the firft meeting, he fays, 
little or nothing was gained. At the fecond, 
<c juft money enough to pay the way." At the 
third, fifteen pounds and fome jlnllings gained. 
At the fourth, he fays, " all went off exceed- 
" ing well, and the event proved the company 
" was great." And afterwards, that notwith- 
ftanding fome difadvantages which he enume- 
rates, " the gains amounted to upwards of an 

" hundred pounds." [Yet even then he paid 
the performers moft grudgingly.] 

At the fifth, he found himfelf five pounds 
and a few Jhillings out of pocket. Thefe odd 
{hillings, and thofe gained at the third meet- 
ing, may be (truck off, fuppofing them to be 
equal ; upon the whole, it will then appear 
(by this account of his) that at the two firft 
meetings, the receipts and dilburfements coun- 
terbalanced each other ; at the third, he was 
a gainer fifteen pounds ; at the fourth an hun- 
dred and upwards, but as he hath not fpecified 
bow much, he muft be content, if I fet down 

the 



*4 

the round hundred only ; at the fifth and 



laft, five pounds out of pocket. 



£. s, d. 




At the third Meeting, gainer, — 1500 
At the fourth, gainer, 1 00 o o 

115 o o 
At the fifth, lofer, — 5 o o 

which fubftraft from the 115/- 1 

and there will remain in favour V 1 1 o o o 
of the Charity, 

i 

But had I not given up my perquifite for the 
nfe of my Books, and faved him fb much in 
the expence of a woman finger, he would 
then have been, inftead of an hundred and 
ten, only twenty-feven pounds, a gainer -, which 
may be feen by fubftra&ing the eighty-three 
from the hundred and ten. JT. s. d. 

no o o 
83 o o 



£27 o o 
Let us now proceed a little further, and 

take a view of thofe black pages, wherein he 
has vented his malice, by flinging his dirt fo 
plentifully at the perfon, to whom (it is 
prefumed) the reader is fufficiently convinced, 
a different kind of treatment would have been 

more confiftent with a benevolent mind, the 

facred 
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facred fun&ion of the author, and even 
mon decency. 

Here we fliall find him deeply intrenched 
in falfehood ; but it is not in the leaft defpaired 
of, that by the oppolition of a little well 
attefted truth, his great Guns (for Guns they 
are) will foon be filenced. 

Page 149, it is very roundly aflerted, that, 
" the * time was fixed by Doftor Hayes for 
" his own convenience ;" this I pofitively deny: 
for when I faw Mr. Hanbury at the Somerfct 
cofFee-houfe in London, whither he came to 
confult with me 'concerning that meeting, (not 
finding me at Oxford) it was agreed that the 
time fhould not be fixed, 'till he and I had ex- 
changed letters upon that fubje& ; left it fhould 

happen to interfere with fome other engage- 
ment of mine. Contrary to this agreement, 
it was arbitrarily fixed, and public notice given 
thereof, in the London and other papers, ibme 

time before I knew any thing of the matter : 

for as I never frequent coffee-houfes in Oxford, 
it was by mere accident I heard of it, even 
when it did come to my knowledge. This 
occafioned my writing to him as mentioned 
in the fame paragraph with the above afiertion, 
not only defiring it might be altered, but re- 
monftrating that he had broken his agreement,. 
in fixing it fo unfairly without my knowledge ; 

at the fame time telling him, that it would be 



Of the Nottingham Meeting. 



impoflible 
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impoflible for me to attend the firft morning 
performance, which he had advertifed to be on 
Tuefday, May the 31ft, at eleven in the fore- 
noon, being obliged to be at St. Mary's, on 
Sunday the 29th, on account of the folemnity 
of the day ; and that, after my duty was over 
there, I fliould not be able to reach Notting- 
ham time enough. 

If I did not mention, I ought to have men- 
tioned, that feveral of the principal fingers 

were under the fame engagement.* 

His anfwer only proved, what I had fre- 
quently experienced before, that he was very 
obftinate, and not to be diffuaded from any 
purpofe, however abfiird or unreafonable. He 

fays, cc it was too late to alter the time, as that 



could be done only by advertifement ; *J- and 
" before he could difpatch tbofe to the re- 
fpe&ive printing-offices, the time would be 
elapfed -, that he repeated this letter, tel- 
ling me again and again, there was no pof- 
fibility of altering the time ; and defiring me 
to get fomebody to play the organ, which 

mutt be all the engagements that could lie on 
my hands the 29th of May : but that if any 



cc 



CC 



CC 



<c 



cc 



cc 



<c 



* It is cuftomary on all fiate holidays, to have cathedral 
firvice performed at St. Mary's (the Univerfity Church;) on 
which occafions, a felett nnmber of the principal fingtrs are 
collected from the diflerent choirs to perform the fame. The 
Organift alfo (which I have the honour to be) is more particu- 
larly obliged to attend. This being the anniverfary of King 
Charles's Reftauration, the ufual Regard was paid to it ; and 
it was near one o'clock before the folemnity" ended. 

f Vide Hift. pag. 1 50. 

" bufinefs 
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<c bufinefs muft detain me then, I would fet off 
<c as foon as I was at liberty, and accelerate 
€C my fpeed, by taking frefh horfes as often as 
<c there (hould be occafion." Part of which is 
true, and part far otherwife. Were not ten 
days time enough to admit of fending an ad- 
vertifement to any part of the Kingdom ? efpe- 
ciallv as it reauired onlv a fmall difference to be 



firft 



fpecify 



May, inftead of the mornin 

a follow in courfe; with a JV". 



ving the reafon for the alteration. This was 
all I could exped: in the prefent dilemma. 
One of the letters which I received from him 
relating to the alteration propofed, and now 
lies before me, was dated May the 21ft, the 
London poft-mark the 23d. It muft therefore 

be allowed, that the fame poft would have 
conveyed his directions to the London printers, 

and that the Journalifts of Leiceftcr, North- 
ampton, and Nottingham, might have been 
acquainted therewith in much lefs time } the 
fartheft of them being lefs than forty miles dis- 
tant from Church Langton, and the poft road 
running by the ikirts of the parifli. It cannot 



be 



circulating 



all parts of the ifland. 

Neither in the letter above-mentioned, or 
in a fubfequent one which I received from him, 

does he in the lead endeavour at exculpating 

D himfelf 
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himfelf from arbitrarily fixing the time, u e. the 



week, but urges, and harps much upon 
the days of the week were agreed upon at our 
interview in London, for the fake of my having 
time enough, after the performances were 
over, to return to Oxford by the funday follow- 
ing s as it would be inconvenient for me, and 
my companions, to be out more than one. 
This is very true, but the fame days of the 
•week following would have equally anfwered 
the fame end. 

Now, if the days of the <week> and no certain 
'week, was agreed upon between us, his affer- 
tion muft be fallacious ; and the force of it, 



vanifti in fmoke. And 



main 



all his pretences for complaint : Tl 
fore, taken away, the fuperftru&ure 



ground. But what fhall be 
laid for his giving the above reafon, why the 
days of the week were fixed upon, in his letter \ 
and no notice being taken of it in his book ? 
Surely this is prevarication with a witnefs ; 
calculated to miflead his readers, and to 
blacken me. 

That he repeated his letter, telling me again 
and again, there was no poffibility of altering 

the time* is granted t though the contrarv is 



undeniably proved. But, that 




to play tne organ, and, 
cafe of my being detained by any abfol 

finds, to accelerate my fpeed by taking 



horfes, 
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horfes, as often as there fhould be occalion, is 
a piece of the ingenious author's own inven- 
tion, to ferve the prefcnt purpofe ; as will ap- 
pear by the following extract from the only 



letter of his, that has the leaft tendency to- 
wards this requeft. 



« 



C€ 



Dear Doctor, 

T Rather wondered at your loft, as the 
-*- Days were fixed Tuefday, &c. purely on 
your account, for you told me in London 
<c (unlefs I am Jlrangely mijlaken) that they 
*' muft be thofe days, or you could not reach 
" home by funday, and that you could not be 
" abfent for more than one. ■ ■ However, 
to make JJjort, they are advertifed, tickets 
printed, letters wrote, &c. for that time, 
" and it cannot be reverfed, it being now 

" very near at hand ;* fo that 1 would 

€t advife you to fet out fooner, though indeed 



<c 



cc 



€€ 



you might be there early enough on Ttuefday 



morning, but that you will by no means 



/« ur lit fix , l/IAi> 
CC **-*--* » 



think proper. 

N.B. The remainder of the letter con- 
fifteth of his recommendation of an inn, and 



* It is no uncommon thing, when tickets have been made 
oat, difperfed, and fold, for a benefit on a certain day, to have 
the day altered, and by advertifement notice given thereof, fig* 
uifying that the tickets given out for the former, would be ad- 
mitted on the latter. 



D z no-ways 
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no-ways concerneth the prefent altercation. It 
is dated as before mentioned, May 2 1 . 

By the above extract, which is tranferibed 
verbatim^ -it is evident no mention is made of 
the Organ, or my taking frefh horfes to ac- 
celerate my fpeed. He rather feems to be of 
opinion that I might be there time enough 
without that expedient, and that it depended 
upon my will only ; but I truft it will appear 
far otherwife. But fuppofe he had mentioned 
my taking frefh horfes, I could not have com- 
plied with it, unlefs he had been more gene- 
roufly difpofed than ufual, and offered to pay 
the extraordinary expence of fb doing : for I 
could not afford it. But he docs not fo much 




as pretend that he ever made me any foch 
r. Mr. Hanbury knew that I hired a chaife 
by the day 5 and that the fame pair of horfes 
were to ferve for the whole journey. Know- 
ing ibtSj he could not think fuch an offer 
would be either unreafonable, or unacceptable. 
If he had not known this, it was abfurd to 
mention my taking frefh horfes : becaufe in tra- 
velling poft, or by ftages, I muft, of courfe, 

have had frefh-ones for every ftage ; and un- 
doubtedly there would have been time enough, 
and to fpare, to have performed the journey 
after that manner, fb far as my ferfonal appear- 
ance was neceffary ; but what were the horfemen 
to do ? The pittance they were allowed, would 
by no means admit of this additional ex- 
pence 5 the journey out and borne was not left 

than 
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than 200 miles, the time it took up feven 
days at leaft, during which they flood to all 

charges whatfoever. Moreover, my appearing 
without them, would have been to no purpofe; 

for if great things may be named with fmall, a 

General without his Troops, would make but 
an infignificant figure in the field of battle. 
But he fuppreffes or avoids mentioning thofe 
Gentlemen as much as poffible ; all his male- 
volence being levelled at me. 

He proceeds thus. " Relying on his punc- 
" tuality, therefore, I told him we would 
<c open the doors as advertifed, and wait until 
" he came : and for my fatisfa&ion, I ordered 
" a tenant of mine, before I fet out for Not- 
" tingham,~to meet him at Harborough, and 



cc 



fpeed 



cc whether we might be fure of him ; for the 



too 



cc 



particulars 
: expe<fted ; 



cc 



came 



<c this account: That Dr. Hayes and the 
<c voices with him, dined at Harborough by 



of 



Lei 



cc 



cc 



cefter that evening ; but that he would be 
fure of being at Nottingham time enough 

the next day." 

The man. according to Mr. Hanburv's or- 



if 



leaft, came 



■ • 



arrived 



letter 
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letter from Mrs. Hanbury, couched In very 
prefiing terms, defiring me to proceed to Not- 
tingham as fpeedily as poffible. To which I 
returned for anfwer, in writing, that it would 
be impoffible to get thither time enough for 
the morning entertainment ; and that, in my 



opinion, Mr, Hanbury had better put off that 
performance, and, as I had recommended to 
him in my laft letter, in order to prevent dis- 
appointment, to get hand-bills printed and dif- 

perfed about the town. My verbal anfwer to 

the man was to the fame effedt; with this 
addition, that we could not be able to reach 
Nottingham before noon at fooneft ; but that 
he might depend upon our being there time 

enough the next day for the evening performance. 
The laft four, very material, words, are not to 
be found in the foregoing paflage, cited from 

Mr. Hanbury's book ; for what purpofe they 




•in 



itted, let the reader judge. 



Can it be fuppofed that my written anfwer 
was not delivered according to it's direction ? 
If it was, can it be imagined that Mrs. Han- 
bury would keep it, and not communicate the 
contents or purport thereof to her hufband, 
when her keeping it until he returned, could 
avail nothing ? If it was not, we may reason- 
ably conclude it was carried dire&ly to him ; 
atleaft, that he was informed of it by the 
meflenger ; though he had the hardinefs, when 
it was mentioned to him, to deny the having 

fecn or heard any thing of it. 

He 
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He fays the man informed him that we di- 
ned at Harborough by two of the clock ; that 

he could not do, if he ailed honeftly : for it 
was after that time when he made his firft 
appearance ; and I doubt, whether or not our 

dinner was then ordered : however, after talking 
fome time with him, I wrote my anfwer to 
Mrs. Hanbury's letter, and delivered my mef- 
fage to him, before it was brought in. From 
the above circumftances, it muft be full three 
of the clock by the time we fat down to eat ; 
confequently, it was at lcaft four by the time 
we had dined, and perhaps fomething later be- 
fore we could fet out for Leiceftcr. The rea- 

fons for our proceeding no further that evening, 

will be given in the fubfequent part of this 

narrative. 
When we got to Nottingham the next day, 

which was between one and two of the clock 

(neareft the latter) we foon found, that, not- 
withftanding the advice which had been given, 
no one precaution had been taken to prevent 
difappointment; but that, on the contrary, 
this ftrange, abfurd man, had fuffered the com- 
pany to come together by eleven of the clock, 
afluring them I Should be there fhortly. 

There they waited full of fruitlefs expedi- 
tion (as I was informed) at leaft two hours ; 
he going in, every now and then, telling 
them I was coming, I was coming. At length, 
finding that to be falfe, they difperfed full of. 



indignation, at the fuppofed 



difappointment; 
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difappointment $ the effcft of which was, by 
me, and my companions, experienced, as we 
paffed through the town to our inn : for 
fomc hifled, and others cried for fliame ! 



for (hame ! 

Soon after our arrival at the inn, the great 
man, accompanied by a little one, came to 
us, and accofted me, not in that cool and 
gentle manner he defcribes, but with a loud 
and angry tone of voice, and ruftic air, calling 

me to account for not coming to the morning 
performance, and demanding the reafon for fo 
great a piece of negledt. I told him, not as 
he aflerts, my horfes tired, but, that be bad no 
reafon to expeEl me 5 that my letters, and the 
meflage which I fent from Harborough by the 
man, were uniform, in telling him it would 
be impoffible for me to be at Nottingham be- 
fore noon at the fooneft ; at the fame time re- 



minding him of the precaution which I had 
recommended to be taken. But waving all 
notice of that, he told me feveral perfons had 

arrived there from Leicefter bv eieht o'clock ; 



and that I had loll him the taking 
dred pounds ; whereas the houfe v 



it 



company enough to make 



jifty : for it is the finalleft Theatre I ever faw. 

Befides, I was credibly informed, that the 
whole company did not confift of more than 



feventy perfons ; which (die tickets being Jhe 
/billings each) amounted to feventecn pounds 



ten {hillings only : £0 that there were wanting 



no 
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no lefs than three hundred and thirty perfons, 
to make it amount to an hundred pounds. 

That perfons might arrive from Leicefter by 
the time he mentioned, is very poflible, though 

they muft have taken little reft over night; 
but furely there is a vaft difference between 
two fets of frefh horfes, and one only which 
had travelled two days before with a confide- 
rable burthen. 

I am forry to fay the other gentleman took 
upon himfelf more authority than was beco- 
ming : for he bullied, or rather fcolded (his 
voice and manner being better adapted to the 

latter than the former) abundantly ; but know- 
ing the matter in debate to be no concern of 
his, the airs he gave himfelf, were treated with 
the contempt they deferved ; and from that 
time, he behaved with the utmoft complaifance. 
Every one who is acquainted with the road 

between Leicefter and Nottingham, knows, 
that great part thereof is extremely fandy. 
The weather at that time was very hot and 
dry ; fo that the particles of fand were rendered 
light, and in a condition to rife mod plenti- 
fully ; which being of a red colour, the effedt 
of it was very vifible on our cloaths and faces : 
for they were nearly like thofe of the noted 

brickduft-man in London. Of this fcene Mr. 
Hanbury, and his little friend, were witnefles. 

From this circumftance, of being choaked and 
covered with duft and fand, it is evident, that 

E had 
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had we been there by eleven, it would have 
availed but little j as it would have taken up a 
confiderable time after that, to have fhifted 
ourfclves from head to foot, and to have got 
fbme neceffary refrefhment: without which, 
the fingers, in particular, whofe throats were 
choaked with fand, and parched with thirft, 
would not have been capable of performing at 
all- Befides, the horfemen were not a little 
fatigued ; having laboured much to get their 
Heeds on, at any rate. And this is not to be 
wondered at ; fince that on which Mr. Mathews 
rode, w r as feverely galled on the back, before 
we got to Harborough ; owing to his bulk, 
and the heat of the weather. New fluffing 
the faddle, during our ftay there, was tried, in 
order to eafe the part, but without effed: ; and 
it was with difficulty he carried him to Leicefter 
that evening. The next day, another method 

was taken by Mr. Mathews to eafe his horfe, 
viz. by exchanging horfes with one of the 
company, who was but a light weight; the 
confequence of which was, that the other's 

horfe was made in the fame condition with his 
own : fo that inftead of one, we had then 
two galled borfes in company. Surely thefe 
were retarding circumftances, had, we engaged 
to be at the morning performance; which 
we certainly had not, and therefore, out of 
compaffion to the poor animals above men- 



tioned, avoided preffing them beyond \Vhat 



was 



2 7 

was confident with reafofi and humanity. * 

The reader from hence will fee how little oc- 
cafion there was for my pleading in excufe, as 
Mr. Hanbury afferts I did, the chaife horfes being 
tired : for the truth is, that I wanted no ex- 
cufe ; and if I had, this would have been a 
caufelefs one $ and therefore not juftifiable. 

It would be befide my purpofe to animad- 
vert either upon the account he gives of the 
very extraordinary manner in which his houfe 
filled ; the compliment he makes the ladies 
on that occafion ; or the manner in which 
he difmified that crouded ajfembly : I fhall 
therefore take other matters into confideration. 

Mr. Hanbury's ftay at our inn, the firft time 
he came, was but fhort. He was then told, 

that we fhould be ready for an evening per- 
formance, at what hour he pleafed : however, 
not fatisfied with that, he came a fecond time, 
to afk if he might give notice of the Meffiah 
to be performed in the evening ? and being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, he tells us, " a 
" trumpet was fent round the town, with 
<c hand Bills to acquaint the public the Dodtor 
was come, and that we (hould begin pre- 

cifely at five o'clock." Had he, the day 

before, or even in the morning, given the 
fame kind of notice, that the performance 

* Surely Mr. Hanbury cannot difapprove of our afting upon 
this principle, as he himfelf fpeaks fo very feelingly of the 
cruel treatment which feveral poor Dogs underwent at Church- 

Langton, and in the Caudle thereof. 

E 2 which 
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which was intended to be at eleven in the fore- 
noon, would be poftponed until the evening 

(at what hour he pleafed) fevcral of the per- 
formers being not yet arrived ; the difappoint- 

ment had been prevented, and all caufe of 

complaint avoided. And furely any man ex- 
cept himfelf, would for his own fake have 

done this ; for although, by the neglcft of it, 

and obflinately perfifting, contrary to the re- 

monftrances I had made, and the advice I had 
given, fbme of the refentment fell upon me ; 
yet, he mull needs think, that when the truth 
was known, a greater portion of it would fall 
upon himfelf. Thus it happened : for no 
iboner was it reported that I was come, and 
my reafons for not being there in the morning 

fpread abroad, but the blame was transferred 
from me the fuppofed^ to him, who was the 



real author of their difappointment. It is true, 

fome gentlemen were determined to hear them 



from my own lips ; and accordingly in the 
evening, when the inftruments were all tuned, 
the curtain drawn up, and the Overture be- 
gun, they called upon me for an apology. 
Sudden and unexpected as this was, I can 

truly fay, it did not in the leafl difconcert me ; 

being conicious of having done nothing wrong, 

or unjuftifiable. I told them I would, in as 

few words as poflible, acquaint them with the 

whole of the affair. Firft, that Mr. Hanbury 
had no reafbn to expedt me to the morning 

performance, as I had never agreed to attend 

it, 
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it, and as I had all along protefted againft it 5 
that I had in feveral letters told him, it would 

not be in my power ; being obliged to flay In 
Oxford on the twenty-ninth, 'till after noon, 

upon necetfary bufinefs : Moreover that I had 
recommended to him, both by letter, and the 
meflage which J lent him from Harborough 
the day before, to get hand-bills printed and 
difperfed, to prevent a difappointment. No 
fooner were thefe words uttered, than we heard 
from all quarters of the Theatre, <c I told you 
" fo ! I told you fo !" 

Upon this Mr. Hanbury mounted the ftage 
from the pit, and told them that I might ealily 
have been there in the morning, if I had taken 
frefli horfes : for I had dined at Harborough 

the day before at t r oo o'clock (two hours earlier 

than it really was) from whence he received 
the meflage above mentioned, which he hath 

mutilated and perverted to his own purpofe ; 

and which he then repeated after that manner. 

In anfwer to which, my Ion faid, " that is 

" falfe I do affirm." The audience then cried, 
not as he aflerts, " knock that fellow down," 
but, down, down, to himfelf •, the intcrpofition 
of whofe body intercepted their view to the 
performers ; and to us, go on, go on. As to 
hifling, or any other expreflion of refentment, 

in truth there was none ; at lead none that I 

heard, and confequently if there was, its effe£l 

was intirely loft, for that reafon. From that 

time, things went fmoothly on, nor was there 

the 
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the leaft interruption from the beginning to the 
ending; on the contrary moft things were 
greatly applauded. 

In the courfe of the feveral Oratorios, it fell 
to my lot to fing fome of the airs ; furely, if 
the audience had intended to exprefs their re- 
fentment to me, then was the time for it to 
have burft forth, when it would have had the 
moft mortifying effeft ; as no other performer 

could have been meant, or hurt by it. But I 
appeal even to Mr. Hanbury's own decifion (if 

a grain of honour or veracity remains in his 
heart) whether or not, the leaft infult was 
offered on fuch occafion ; and whether, on the 
contrary, they not only winked at my imper- 
fections, but fhewed much approbation of my 

humble endeavours to entertain them. 

As this was really and truly the cafe, what 

foundation could there be for the flimfy ftory 
he hath impofed upon the public, viz. that 
<c The Do&or's excuie was foon noifed through 
u the town, and was looked upon to be fo bale, 
" that the audience determined to give him no 
€C quarter, as foon as he came into the Theatre. 



*' The ladies feetned to be moft exalperated ; but 



€€ 



€£ 



cr 



many of the leading ones faying it might fpoil 

the whole performance, and that refentment 
cC had better be deferred until it was ended, it 

was agreed to poftpone refentment until that 
time, and then bifs> Jhout> and mob him as he 
deferved." 

I would afk Mr. Hanbury which of the 

ladies 
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ladies made ufe of thefe delicate expreffions ? 
Or, which of them communicated her fenti- 
ments to him ? Not one I fincerely believe ; 
but, as they are fo much of a piece with the 
decency and veracity with which he hath 
treated me throughout the many pages he hath 
beftowed upon me, I am apt to conclude they 
are the overflowings of his own imagination, 
and fuch as he rather wifhed to have been poured 

forth by others. 

From the fame fource fprang the two informa- 
tions inferted at the bottom of p. 160, and 
p. 1 6 1 . The firft, " that I fet out from Oxford 

<c the 29th of May, early in the mornings and 
went to Northampton that night, and fo pro- 
ceeded to Harborough by dinner, and Lei- 
cefter in the evening." The other, " that I 

<c was in bed at the Three Crowns in Leicefter 

cc at eight o'clock in the morning." Whereas the 
fatt is, that I did not fet out from Oxford un- 
til tvto o clock in the afternoon on the 29th, 
and reached no further than Towcefter that 
evening : which was thought to , be a very 
good ftage for one pair of horfes (on a crofs- 
country road, many parts of which were ex- 
tremely rough) in fo fliort a time ; it being no 
lefs than thirty-four miles. The journey from 
thence to Leicefter was near forty-two miles; 

which is as far as any chaife-mafter would 

willingly fuffer one pair of horfes to travel in a 
day 3 efpecially loaded as mine was, having my- 
felf and two boys within, together with a feat 

full 
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full of books, and other things ; and a large 
trunk on the outlide. 

As to my being in bed at Leicefter, I leave 
it to the reader, and thofe who know the road 
from thence to Nottingham, to determine, 
whether (fince an hour, at the mcfl moderate 
allowance, muft be taken up by breakfafting, 
and getting ready) from nine in the morning to 

three quarters after one in the afternoon, was a 
fufficient time, to perform the remainder of the 
journey in. It meafures, at leaft, twenty-five 
miles; which is fomewhat more than five 
miles an hour (heavy as we found the road to 
be) proceeding without let or hindrance. But 

one of the horfes having caft a (hoe, we were 

oblige.! to lie by at Loughborough, to have a 

new-one ; and feveral others faftened : this 
detained us one hour at leaft, which dedufted 
from four and three quarters, makes it con- 
fiderably better than fix miles an hour; judge 
therefore, of the probability of my being in 
bed at eight o'clock. The fadt is, that we fet 
out full as early as that hour. 

The above might ferve as a fufficient refu- 
tation of the following paffage p. 156. " By 

this time, (/. e. when he had difmifled 
his audience) the meflengers were returned, 
who faid, they met the Doctor coming 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



down the hill beyond Bunny, (feven miles 
from Nottingham) but fo flow that he 
hardly moved ; that they had ufed all their 
** endeavours to haften him but in vain ; that 

" they 
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Ci durft not come balk and leave him co- 
" ming fo flowly, as they thought they might 

" probably prevail on him to mend his pace/* 
Allowing his meflenger to be in the right, juft 
upon that ipot, it was no wonder that the 
chaife did move flowly : for I well remember, 
that feveral men were then employed in re- 
pairing the road, and that a confiderable quan- 
tity of loofe ftones had been thrown upon it, 

which retarded the motion of the wheels, 
and made the horfes drag their burthen heavily. 
However, after all, this might be a fortunate 

circumftance to me, as the defcent is pretty 

fteep, and as one of our horfes was fometimes 
a little reftive ; to which might be added, that 
as our driver was a remarkably fpirited one, it 

is poffible a bad accident might thereby be 

prevented. But he goes on thus, " they faid 
(meaning the meflengers, one only of whom I 
faw) he feemed to be inwardly pleafed ; and 
one accidentally riding by, and frying, you 
are too late, for they have begun an hour 

ago ; he laughed heartily." Thofe who 

heard him fay fo, I verily believe did laugh ; 

for what could he have faid more laughable ? 

but it was not in my power, whilft the chaife 

was in motion, to diftinguifh what the man 
faid; neither was his fpeech directed to me 

in particular; it was intended for the whole 
party : however obferving that he had addrefied 
himfelf to the company, I defired one of the 

horfemen to inform me, what it was he faid -, 

F and 
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and when I heard it, to confefs honeftly and 
ingenuoufly, I laughed with the reft ; nay, I 
laughed heartily 3 and I muft have been totally 
deprived of my rifible faculties, not to have 
done fo : for, could any thing be more ridicu- 
lous, than the idea of a man's abfurdly bring- 
ing on the performance of an Oratorio in pub- 
lic, before one half of the finders were arrived ? 

nay, the leading violin alfo ? for he was one 
of the company ; and further, without a fingle 

book to perform from ; and then to be told 
that they had begun an hour before that time, 
furely would have forced a Stoic, in fpite of 
all his philofophy, to have joined in the chorus. 
But he chiefly founded his argument to prove 
my wilful negleS of being at Nottingham in 

the morning, and the pofiibility of performing 
the journey by that time, on my having dined 



at Harborough they day before, and lying at 
Leicefter. 

This he has printed in capitals, left it 
fliould not be fufficiently taken notice of 5 but 
it is equally remarkable, that he even falfifies 
his own words : for in p. 150 of his book, he 
particularly fpecifies the time . of day, viz. 
<c by two clock s" and he did the fame, in 
his fpeech upon the ftage; why, then, is that 
material circumftance omitted in this capital 
inftance ? for no other reafon, but that being 
confcious it was an untruth, he avoids inferting 

the moft ftriking part thereof, left one of the 

true caufes of my ion's reply, fhould be difco- 

vered 



35 

vered by his readers : for, he could not fay our 
dining at Harborough, and lying at Leicefter 
was falfe ; but that we dined by two o'clock, 
and that I fent him word I would be at Not- 
tingham time enough for the morning per- 
formance, was abfolutely fo. 

After having given a defcription of what 
happened at our firft fetting off in the Theatre, 
which he hath painted in very falfe colours, as 
hath already been fhewn, he condefcends to 
allow that the Meffiah went on with great 
juftice, though, fays he, " the confufion had 
" f j bajhed feveral of the performers, that the 
" whole did not go off in that fpirited manner 
" as ufual." I will venture to affirm, it went 
as well as it was poffible, with fuch an hand- 
ful of vocal performers. No fpirit was want- 
ing, but ftrength there certainly was. Why 
we had not more of the latter, will evidently 
appear from a perufal of the following letter, 
faithfully tranferibed from the original, which 
I received from him in due time, according 
to the date thereof. It will alfo appear in how 
difingenuous a manner he a<5ted with refpedt 
to his friends at Nottingham j and that he 
wanted me to proftitute my character and re- 
putation fo far, as to be an accomplice in 
cheating and deceiving them. 
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"To DoEior Hayesy at Oxford. 
Dear Doctor, 

T Have been again at Nottinglam, and 
-* every thing is fettled againji the time. 
They want me to write to you for the Parts 

for thofe Boys at Lincoln to PraSlice ; but I 

c< find they chiefly want to get themfelves in rea- 

" dinefs to do without us another Tear : I beg 

therefore you would keep them as much in Ig- 
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norance as Poffible, and am firry you Wrote 
c< Hargrave * that open and free Letter. I told 
€c them I would write, but I was fure you 



cc 



would not lend them> and indeed what firvice 



cc could it be to Boys' to Have all their Parts to 

cc get at this time ? You mufi therefore give out 

€c when you come, that your Boys will do very 
" well, as Clarke, &c. may help them in their 

" Parts ; this will fatisfy them, for they know 

" no better : and without this, they will fpread 
<c it abroad that our Band is imperfeft, which 
cc will do us much Hurt. upon clofely Exa- 
mining the Theatre J find it very fmall, I 
think it cannot pofpbly hold more than 350 
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* A very worthy, and ingenious man of Nottingha: 
Hanbury's friend, and ever fince our meeting at that 
coTTefpondent of mine. This Gentleman is the Editor < 
Madrigals : a work, well worthy of the perufal of the 
Six of them are already published, and the remainder 
as foon as poffible, by fubfeription. 
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" People ; #W /jfc Affembly room I can have 
" 0/7/y /wo w/jto Tuefday and Thurfday, for 



they fay that Wednefday night is their ajfembly. 

" iv e Jhould therefore have fome thing at 

" the Theatre that night to overpower that, 

which may be eafily done, as they will have 



" had Dancing the night before, unlefs we either 

" remain idle, or you would cboofe to take a 

u Dance with them. -f u pp°fe your Ode, but 

" that will be too Jhort unlefs fome thing added. 

" or Ac is and Galatea, it will make a 

1 c greater Buftlc—— However I leave it to you 
<c to have fome thing in readinefs,. if wanted. 

We mufl look foarp to make our Money 
" again, and I am pretty confident that the 

" Theatre thrice filed will but hardly do it, 

and it is from this Additional advantage of 

the Evening Entertainments that we are pro- 
tected againjl bad accidents, and have the 

hope of getting fomething in Pocket. I 

Juppofe you received my Letter from London, 

in which I informed you that Wafs was to 

come in/lead of Bond from Worcejler. As 

our Rooms are fo very fmall I make no doubt 
but our Band will be jlrong enough to do us 

Honour. 1 beg my beft refpe£ls to the Mu- 

fcal fouls that are to attend at Nottingham 
" and I am with all refpedl 
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Church Langton, « WM, HANBURY. 
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To this, I returned an immediate anfwer ; 

in which I not only vindicated my conduft with 

refpetf: to the open, and unreferved manner of 
my anfwering Mr. Hargrave's Letter, but alfo, 
protefted againft the bafenefs of proftituting 
my reputation, in fo dirty an undertaking, as 
that of perfuading others to believe, what I 
neither believed, or approved myfelf. In fhort, 
I abfolutely refufed to be concerned in fo pal- 
try a piece of meannefs, with refpeft to my 
own character, and fo grofe and fcandalous an 
impofition upon the public. However, we had 
no vocal affiftance from Lincoln. 

The purport of Mr. Hargrave's Letter was 
to acquaint me, that Mr. Hanbury had been 
with him, that matters, relating to the intended 
performances, were agreed on, and after men- 
tioning the place in which they were to be 
exhibited, defiring to be informed what num- 
ber of performers it would be neceflary to pro- 
vide, and in what manner they were to be 
difpofed upon the ftage. In anfwer to a requeft 
of fuch a nature, and of fo much confequence, 

not to be open and explicit, would have been 



unpardonable; I therefore gave him my opinion 
freely as to the former, and the beft directions 
I was capable of, at fuch a diftance, as to the 

latter. But this, it feems was an impolitic 
ftep ; I fhould have kept him in ignorance : 
for this cunning old man, only wanted to leam 
how he, and his friends, might be able to do 

without us another year. However, let us do 

him 
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him juftice, and acknowledge, that by his 

kindnefs in directing the workmen (according 
to the plan which I had communicated to 
him) and his infpedting them occasionally, the 
Orcheftre was very properly executed in all 
refpedts : when probably, without the above 
affiftance, the difpofition would have been con- 
fufed and irregular ; fuch as would neither have 
been commodious to the performers, nor ad- 
vantageous to the audience, either for feeing 

or hearing. 

I am obliged to Mr. Hanbury, for finding 
fo good an excufe, for the ladies not putting 
their direful threats in execution; though it 
feems, by his account, they were meditating 
upon it, during the laft evenings performance, 
at the affembly-room ; " but (fays he) as we 
always end with a grand chorus, and this 
being performed, many not knowing it was 
the laft, and other frefh people knowing 
nothing of the intention, clapped the cho- 
u rus as ufual ; and though the hifling was 
" begun, yet by the echo of the unknowing- 
" ones the Doftor fneaked away, and got 
" clear off." 

Surely Mr. Hanbury *s memory failed him a 

little, when he compofed the above paragraph : 
for he calls the laft, a grand chorus ! and fays 
it was clapped as ufual ; /. e. as other grand 
chorufles generally are ; nay that the clapping 
was fo far fuperior to the hifling, which, it 

ieems was begun, that 1 ought to thank 

him 
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parties In his quarrel or refentment, to fuch a 

degree, as to do his dirty work ; when it had 

fufficiently appeared the firft evening, that he 

only had been to blame. 

Mr. 
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him for his involuntary compliment : the 
chorus being my own composition (a circum- J 
fiance which he certainly had forgotten) how- ^ 
ever I am forbidden, by the conclufion of the 
fentence : for this echoing applaufe, howfoever 
I might flatter myfelf to the contrary, came 
from the unknowing-ones ; and ferved only to 

give me an opportunity to fneak off: like the 

man who fired his houfe, and ran away by the 

light of it. Could any thing have been more 
ingenioufly contrived ? Mr. Bayes would have 

rejoiced in fo mafterly a ftroke and I doubt 

not, but our hiftorian did the fame. 

But after all, there is very little truth in 
what he afferts fo roundly. 

That the laft chorus, indeed, was applauded 
in a manner that did great honour to the au- 
thor of it, and was by him mod gratefully 
acknowledged, is certain : nay it was fo univer- 
fally applauded, that had the attempt been 
made which he mentions, better ears than 
Mr. Hanbury's could not poffibly have diftin- 
guUhed it ; not that I believe any fuch attempt 
was made. Neither can I imagine, that any 
part of fo polite an audience (for fuch it really 
was, and more numerous than any of the for- 
mer) could be dilpofed to make themfelves 
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Mr. Bayes valued himfelf upon penning a 
whifper; and fo may Mr. Hanbury for any 
thing I know to the contrary : fince the hiding 
lie talks of, muft certainly have been of that 
lpecies. 

But although I have owned my obligation to 

him for bringing me off fo fnugly, without 

fuffering me to be firft knocked down and 
killed, and then ordered (as Mr. Bayes's dead 

men were) to rife up and walk off; yet there 
fhould have been fome truths at leaft ibine 

probability to have fupported the fiftion. As to 
the former, it wantcth proof and confirmation, 
to make it go down glibly : and as to the 
latter, it is as unlike, as Mrs. Hanbury 's pic- 
ture j which, by his own account, is far fhort 
of the original, both in feature and complexion : * 
for it is well known, we authors are fond of 
balking in the fun-fbine of applaufe; which, in 
this fickle climate is not every day to be ob- 

* " This fummcr (1763) fays Mr. Hanbury, the celebrated 
painter Mr. Penny came to Langtop, in order to take the por- 
traits of my wife and myfelf for the pidure-galhry. They are 
full lengths, and he has Succeeded in mine, % which moft people 
Jay is very like, if the obferver looks to it from the right in 
front ; but if viewed from the left, or rather behind the pic- 
ture, it ftiews a feemingly different perfon. He feveral times 
attempted Mrs. H anbury's picture, and as often failed ; and has 
paid her the compliment, that (he is out of the art. Several 
other painters have fince attempted a likenefs, but in vain ; fo 
that if ever we have a pifture of Mrs. Hanbury, it muft b« when 
age has brought her under the power of pencil and paint." 

% k*y a S c at l ' lls time is thirty-eight, and Mrs. Hanbury' s twenty-eight. 
Vide Hill. p. 1S5, &c, printed in 1767. 

G tained. 
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tained. Is it likely, therefore, that I fhould, 
with fuch a blaze of it around me, prefer 
fquabbling with him, in a gloomy little cavern, 
to this fplendid heart-chearing fcene? no; I 

rather chofe to enjoy it. The faft is, that I 
continued in the concert-room full three quar- 
ters of an hour after the performance was 
ended, converfing with feveral gentlemen ; par- 
ticularly Doctor Crynes, who was formerly a 
member of that fociety, to which I have had the 

honour to be Organift, upwards of three and 

thirty years. In fliort I did not quit the room, 
until Mr. Hanbury had finifhed his wrangling 
with the greateft part of the band. He ex- 
prefsly tells his readers, that I was the laft 
man he paid. But let us take his whole ac- 
count of this laft fcene together. 

" This being over [meaning the perferm- 
" ance, and my wonderful efcape] my whole 
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performers 



taken up in paying 



have been done, yet we were hindered and 
tc perplexed by all, where a punctual bargain 
u was not made ; who could never be fatisfied 

" in their demands. This trouble I had every 

" meeting in fome meafure experienced, and 
" I contrived as well as I could to flop it for 
" the future -, but now it feemed to be multi- 



plied upon us to a degree indeed. The 
loweft of the performers or fillers up, were 
now of fuch importance, as to make a de~ 
" mand of double, and fome of them triple, their 

<c accuftomed 
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<c 
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« accuftomed pay. As I could in juftice rcfufc 

" fatisfying fuch demands, I did, but for qui- 

" etnefs I gave them much more than ufual ; 

" and this extortion amongft them all amounted 
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to a confiderable fum. Hayes was the loft 
man 1 paid ; and when I came to him every 
body expected I fliould give him a hearty 
" ledture. I thought him too inconfiderable 
however ; and being fatigued with difputing 

with fo many of the other performers, I 

difmifled him with only telling him, he had 

difqualified himfelf for any future fervice 
" of mine." 

Who thofe were, with whom he had not 
made a punctual bargain, I know not ; neither 
do I know, who they were, who were fo infa- 
tiable in their demands ; efpecially thofe who 
demanded double and triple their accuftomed 
pay. I am very certain, that none did fo who 
went from Oxford. The utmoft they demanded 
was only one fourth more than they received, 
or, rather ought to have received, according to 
agreement, at Church-Langton the very firft 
meeting. And furely this was highly reafon- 

able j fince the journey was two-fifths greater, 

^nd confequently, the time and expence greater 
in proportion, and the number of performances 
were increafed to more than double : *for then, 
we had only Church-mufic one day, and one 
Oratorio on the other; whereas, at Nottingham, 
we had no lefs than four Oratorios, and a Mif- 
cellaneous Concert befide, Kad not this been 

G 2 taken 
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taken into confideration, he might have ex- 
ped:ed us, fometime or other, to have followed 
him, upon the original terms, to York or Dur- 
ham : for, by a parity of reafoning, one would 
be equally juft with the other. However, what 
we were to have was ftipulated for beforehand; 
notwithftanding which, he was fo unreafcnable, 
I might fay unjuft, as to infift, in the moft 
arbitrary manner imaginable, upon one of the 
principal finger's taking only half his proper 
allowance ; and at the fame time boafting that 

he paid every-one with honour, calling upon 
me to ohferve it. 

To confefs a truth, this made me angry $ 
and in reply I faid, No ; fcarcely with com- 
mon honefty. 

As a fpecimen of his judgement, as well as 
]uftice, I muft beg leave to obferve, that al- 

. though he thought fit to curtail the above 
gentleman of half ; he was not averfe to al- 
lowing another, who fung only in chorus, his 
full pay : The only reafon that can pofiibly be 
affigned for this ftrange inftance of caprice, is, 
that one happens to be feven or eight inches 
taller than the other : for they are nearly of 
equal age, and of equal (landing, as Academics, 
in the Univerfity. This was urged, but 
without effedh 

At the clofe of our difpute on this account 
(the only one I had with him in the pay-office) 
I took an opportunity of telling him, that I 



determined 



any 
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any mufical undertaking (or words of the fame 
import) on his account ; to which he faintly 
replied, " you have difqualified yourfelf." * 
This expreflion he has thought fit to give his 
readers, but has not vouchfafed to let them 
know on what occafion it was uttered ; barely 
telling them he difmifled me with it. In 

fhort, the defection was fo general, that I queC- 
tion if there were three perfons in die whole 

band, but mod heartily concurred in the 
fame determination. 

This beft accounts for his crying cut now, 
that he is lick of Oratorios, and his abufing 
Muficians in general. The grapes are four ! 
quoth the Fox in the Fable ; and every-one 
knows the reafbn of his making that exclamation. 

But now comes on the laft blow, or finiili- 
ing ftroke : for having difmifled me with the 

above fmart repartee, he proceeds thus; " The 



" Doftor went muttering off, but played the 
" landlord a different trick to what he ferved 
me ; for after having called for wine in 
plenty, and heartily foaked it, I fuppofe, to 
give him fpirits to fupport the battle he ex- 
pected I fhould give him, he ihcered off 
without paying the reckoning/' 
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cc 
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cc 



* In a manner, not unlike a boy at Winchefter fchool, who 
was fufpefted to have been guilty of having purloined fomcthing 
from a fchool- fellow, and being examined, with others of the 
fame chamber, upon it, by the Prepoftor, contracted his lips, 
and making a kind of half- whiffling, (aid, " Vm fure a 9 mo/I 

" VwtfV/ /;" looking, at the fame time, fomewhat foolifhly. 

This 
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This is an heavy charge indeed ! How (hall 
I acquit myfelf of it ? lhall I deny the faft ? 
no ; perhaps I cannot, intirely, with a fafe 

confcience. What then mull: be done ? 

Why, I will even beg the reader's leave to 
ftate the cafe properly, and then throw myfelf 
at his feet, and implore his pardon and forgive- 
nefs, if, in his candour and judgement, he 
{hall find me worthy of it. 

When I came out of the Concert-room, and 
was directed into a little room below flairs, 
where Mr, Hanbury had been paying the other 
performers (though not there when I entered it) 
I took occafion to afk if there was a poffibility 
of getting a glafs of wine ? being, with the 
heat of the room, and the fatigue of the per- 
formances, in want of fome refrefhment ; I 
was anfwered in the affirmative ; upon which, 
I called for a gill, or half a pint of mountain. 
The latter was brought, and I drank a glafs of 
it with the utmoft glee imaginable ; for I was 
very thirfty. I believe the above quantity was 
repeated ; of both which, others alfo were 
partakers ; and fuch was the plenty called for, 
and fuch the hearty foaking thereof, that the 
fum total of the reckoning, had it been called 
for, would have amounted to the twentieth 
part of a pound fterling ; commonly called 
One Shilling. Now, whether or no this 
was placed wholly to my account, which it 
ought not to have been, I am not certain ; nei- 
ther am I, that it was, or was not paid either 

by 
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by me,- or any other perfon. Nay, it is very 
poffible that it was entirely forgotten $ or taken 
for granted that Mr. Hanbury ought to dis- 
charge it, as the general cuftom is, for thofe 
who have benefit concerts, to treat the per- 
formers with a few bottles of wine ; which, to 
the beft of my recollection, Mr. Hanbury had 
not complied with, either at, or after, any of 
the performances. Be this as it may ; it can- 
not be fuppofed that it was left unpaid inten- 
tionally with defign to cheat the landlord j 
neither did Mr. Hanbury believe fo, when he 
publiflied this piece of fcandal. He had hi- 
therto been brandifhing his blacking-brujlo about, 
and dafhing it on matters that would by no 
means take the colour : but now, being deter- 
mined to do his work effectually, he collected 
a large quantity of foam as it worked out 
from each corner of his mouth, occafioned by 
the overflowing of the bile, and dipping his 
inftrument into it, he by way of a Jinijhing 
jlroke y gave me a lick acrofs the face therewith; 
faying, furely this muft (tick ; this is fuch a 
ftain, as he will never be able to wafli out. 

To be ferious, this was the I at c effort of his 
malice ; and as I would not willingly lie under 
fuch a reproach, without endeavouring to make 
honourable amends, I fent to Mr. Hargrave, 
fbon after it came to my knowledge (I'oing, I 
muft own, much ftartled at it) defining Le 
would be fo good to make enquiry at the M~ 
fembly Room, whether or no I ilood charged, 

on 
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on the above fcore, in the landlord's book ; 
and if I did, that he would pay it for me, 
and place it to my account. 

When firft I read the paffage, I was really 
at a lofs, to know what landlord he meant ; 
having totally forgotten the above circurnftance. 

But upon recollection, I knew it could net be 

the landlord at the inn, becaufe my reckoning 
was not feparate from, but interwoven with, 
that of the whole company, who were equal 
iharers with mc in every thing had there ; and 
confequcntly our payment was made conjointly. 
Betides, in the month of May, 1766, on my 
journey into the north of England, I dined at 
the lame inn, vi?. the White Lion j and Mr. 
Devcrill, the landlord, favoured me with his 
company : fo that, had I been indebted to 
him, he certainly would have made his de- 
mand. And had I been the lead confeious of 
the other debt, I fliould as certainly have taken 
that opportunity of expunging it. 

Kavinff given the bed account I am ca- 
pable of giving, in what manner this mighty 
debt (if it rnuft be fo deemed) was contracted, 
and endeavoured to diicharge the mark of in- 
famy, with which I have been branded, by 
the charitable gentleman fo often mentioned ; 
I now humbly fubmit my caufe to the de- 
cision of the more charitable reader j leaving 
it with him to determine, which is moil 
worthy of the fcourge, him who contracted 

it, and without defign omitted the payment 

thereof, 
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thereof, or him, who, without fcruple or re- 

morfe, and contrary to every chriftian princi- 
ple, hath publifhed the fcandal to the world, 

and aimed at fixing an indelible ftigma on my 
moral charadter. 

Not contented with this, he fubjoins the 
followiug note at the bottom of p. 1 6j. 

" I have been the more circumftantial in 

" this relation as the Dodtor has vindicated his 

all com* 
panies, of which, had I not been conftantly 
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cc 



" informed, the Doftor and the Meet 



<r 



both 



" fyllable of either being mentioned/* 

That I have endeavoured to vindicate my 
condudt as often as opportunity offered, is cer- 
tain 5 but that I have employed untruths in my 
vindication, I utterly deny. Mr. Hanbury is 
as much miftaken in this, whatlbever his in- 
formations, or whofoever his informers may 
have been, as in many other points. On all 
occafions I have conftantly mentioned the fame 
circumftances, and nearly as poffible, in the 
fame terms as above related ; and this feldoin 
but when I was called upon, by the accounts 
given me of the fallacious tale he had invented, 

and propagated wherever he went, to my 

difadvantage. One inftance of which is fo re- 
markable, that I cannot withold from giving it 

the reader. 

Soon after his return from Nottingham, he 
took an opportunity of feeing the late Cofmas 

H NevU, 
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Nevil, Efq; a very worthy gentleman in his 



neighbourhood, to whom I had the honour 



being known 

he made him fb early a vifit, with the hopes 
of ruining my credit, not only with him, but 
through him with a noble Lord, nearly allied 



him by marriage, and 

friend and patron. This furnifhed him, there- 
fore, with a glorious opportunity of wounding 
rae (as he hoped to have done) in the mod 
tender point : but he was miftaken, notwith- 

ftanding his accufations were faithfully tranf- 

mitted according to his expectation. The firft 



• mi** ivniK"* 



waited on his Lordfhip 



his hand, he was fb good 



quainted with diem j for which I thought 
fdf not a little obliged, as it furnifhed 

alfb, with an opportunity of making mi 
fence. The three grand points were, tha 

time had been fixed for my convenience ; 
I had negleSed to attend the firft morning 
form ante ; and, that by fb doing I had lof 

the taking of an hundred pounds 



reader, I am perfuaded, is fufficiently 
fatisfied how little occafion I had to betake 
myfelf to the mean and dirty fubterfoge of ly- 
ing and falfhood to confute thefe affertions, fb 
falfe in themfelves ; no ; I deteft the thought ! 
Truth was my beft defence : and, a bare rcla- 



and the treatment 



accufations 



■ 

Lordfhip, 
njuft, but 

that 
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that I had been extremely ill ufed. His Lord- 
(hip, who hath made planting one of his amufe 
ments (as is evident by the many beautiful 
fcenes around his delightful manfion, which 
have been formed and adorned in the richeft 



tafte, by this means, under his fole direction) 

has often enquired of me what the nature of 
Mr. Hanbury's charity was, and what kind of 
plantations he had. Of both which particu- 
lars, I gave him fuch favourable accounts, that 

he was induced to fay, he would take an op- 
rtunity of feeing the latter ; and if he had 
put the fcheme in execution, would probably 
have been a confiderable purchafer. However 
when his Lordfliip heard my defence, he was 
of opinion the Founder's behaviour had been, 
with refpedt to the Nottingham meeting, very 
abfurd and ridiculous. 



This, when known, probably irritated the 
Gentleman (pardon my ufing an appellation 
fo unmeritted) fo much the more -, and deter- 
mined him to purfue his malicious intention 
ftill further. We now fee to what a fhameful 
length he has run. He has not only invented 
falfehoods to palliate his own mif-condudt, but 
to blacken and calumniate one who has been 



fo much his friend, and has contributed fo 
largely to the Charity : and after all , p ub- 
lHhed them to the world ! 

I would aik his friend the Lawyer, to how 
much lefs than perjury this amounts ? He 
muft, at leaft, allow it to -be a notorious breach 

H 2 of 
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of the Ninth Commandment : for I am 

not fo uncharitable to fuppofe he does not un^ 
derftand this Law. 

What then mull his Reverence's feeling be, 
as often as he promulges that very Command- 
ment at the Altar ! I pray God to make him 
fenfible of his tranfgreffion, and to forgive him. 

Whilft I was writing the above, the follow- 
ing Letters came to hand. 



To Do&or Hayes, at Oxford. 



Dear Sir, 



cc 



C( 



T Deferred writing to you, 9 i 
-* Mr. Hanburys Book, andjh 



'till I bad feen 



cc 



ewn your Let- 
ter to the principal People in Nottingham, 

«« who attended the Oratorios, lie Gentleman, 

€t wfn calVd out for an Apology^ declares, he 

* € never beard any one fay, knock that Fellow 

<f down : this is a Lye of Hanburys making. 



cC 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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He Jays, in a Note, that Dr. Berdmore 
offered the Ladies the Ante-church to tofs Dr. 
Hayes in a Blanket. The DoBor owns be 

offered the Ladies the Ante-church to tofs 

Hanbury in a Blanket; 

cc Tins dirty fays, when be had paid all 

the Expences, be found bimfelf out of Pocket 
5 1. odd Jbillings. If this is true be told me 
a great Lye when be calfd on me to thank me 

for the trouble I bad given Wjfelf} for be af- 
fared me be clear d 50 1. 

" Poor 



<( 



$€ 



it 
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e c Poor Mrs. Tempefi was fo provoked at bis 

mentioning her name with fo much contempt, 
that, Jhe fent for a Lawyer to afk him if fie 
could not profecute him for a Libel : the Law- 
yer replied Madam! be is out of the 

reach of the Law, being not in his Jober 

H f en S eu I f en * S or *&* man w ^° keeps the 
" Affembly Room, to enquire, if you went away 
u without paying for the Half-Pint of white 
u wine : He did not under/land what I meant 
'till I read your Letter to him. He faid> he 
remembered that I drank fome wine after the 
Concert, as did mofi of the Performers ; but 
as it was always the Cujlom for the Perfon 
wbofe benefit it was, to treat the Performers, 
he never thought of afking me or the rejl of 

them to pay for a Glafs of Wine. This 
morning I wrote to the Landlord at the White 



u 
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ff 
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Lion, to afk if yqu bilked Him : inclosd is 

u bis anfwerr 

[What follows relates to other matters \ 
but re fuming the former Subjed, he concludes] 



£t concern about his malicious dirty 

« I am, Sir, 



felf 



Cf 



Tour humble Servant, 

"HEN. HARGRAVE." 



To 
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To Mr. Hargrave 



« 



cc 



White Lion, Nottingham, 1 8th Nov. 1767. 
SIR, 

T Am ferry to find the Rev. Mr. Han- 
-* bury has Jo unjuflly afperfed Dr. Hayes 
c< concerning leaving bis Landlord unpaid at 
€C Nottingham, and more Jo, as the DoSlor was 
<c fo obliging as to make life of my bouje ; where 
" J can with great jufiice fay of the DoBor and 
" his company they behaved like'Gentletnen, and 
<c paid their way as fitch. He has fince been Jo 



obligiug as to recommend feveral Gentlemen 
to my Houfe, and the DoSfor called upon me 

in bis way to Durham ; for which favours I 
return him my grateful thanks, and beg you 11 
be kind enough to let the DoStor know it will 
always give me great pleafure to fee him, or 

any of his Friends at Nottingham, when and 

where I fkall always ufe my utmqft Endea- 
" vours to oblige them, who am, 

" Sir, &c. &c. 



«c 



<c 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



« JOSEPH DEVERILL." 



Thefe letters need no comment ; and there- 
fore I (hall only beg leave to ftart a Query. 

If 
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fit 



nly five pounds and fbme odd (hillings 
accompted for, what went with the forty-four 
pounds and the other odd (hillings ? 

I will not take upon me to fay, he hath de- 
frauded the charity of that fum ; for I rather 
believe it was applied to make good former de- 
ficiencies : however, it is probable that the 
alternacy of one or the other mud have been 
the cafe. 

Hitherto no notice hath been taken of the 
contemptuous language with which he treats 
me, in feveral parts of his decent hiftory ; par- 
ticularly where he pretends to be fo greatly hurt 
by being under the neceffity of apologizing on 
a public ftage, like a mafter player, and, as he 
fays, " afterwards haranguing or difputing with 
<c a Mufician ; and though (as he is further 

" pleafed to fay) in a good caufe, yet with 



fucb a fell 



him thus. Don't 



be uneafy good Sir J the fellow with whom you 

difputed, is not fo much beneath you, as in 

your anger you might imagine him : for if you 
look into the book of Graduates, you will find 
that his name is enrolled in two different ca- 
talogues therein j whereas, yours does not (b 
much as once occur. Then look into the pre- 
face of the fame bock, and you will fee that 
he has a right even to claim precedence of you : 
Not that he is vain of the honours done him 

by that truly venerable and refpectable body 

the 
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the University, though he ever will retain 
the moft grateful fenfe of the obligation ; for 

if he was, no doubt he would have complied 

with your earned requeft to have flourished 
away at Church-Lang ton, &c. &c. in his Robe ; 
at lead would not have refufed fo doing, had 
he complied with Teeming reludtance. But 
you feetn to think him defpicable on account 
of his profeffion. Why fo ? was it not pointed 
out to him by Providence for his Support ? 
St. Peter was taught by God himfelf, not to 
call any man common or unclean \ in other words, 
t to defplfe any man, whatfoever his profef- 



fion might be, provided an honeft-one : for he 
is no x refpefter of perfons. Perhaps you boaft a 
better income than he, and thereon build your 
fancied fuperiority ; be it fo : he thanks God 

that his, with oeconomy, hath fufficiently en- 
abled him to breed up, in virtuous principles, a 
numerous family § two of whom are in the 
fame ftation with yourfelf, a third not undif- 
tinguifhed in his profefiion % not to mention 



feveral other s ■ ■ and, which is the com- 



fort of his old age, they are all fuch as no 
man need to be afhamed of. He therefore 
humbly hopes the public will not repent of 
having honoured him with their generous en- 
couragement : fince their favours have not been 
mifapplied, but employed to what, he flatters 
himfelf, will be deemed the moft eligible pur- 

pofes ; the reputable maintenance of himfelf 

and family, and giving his children fuch an 

education 
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education as by God's grace will enable them 
to fupport themfelves and families* 

But to return to the reader : If Mr. Han- 
bury had not thought me worthy his notice^ 
why did he employ me ? the employment was 
unfought by me ; and if he had not thought 
my profeffion and ftation in the Univerfity re- 
fpedtable, why did he honour them lb* far as to 
found an office of the fame kind in his own 

what fliall I call it ?— — I mean that 
which is to take place about a thoufand years 
hence ; before which time perhaps, nay it may 
be very foon ( for we are not permitted to know 
the day or hour when it will happen) 

The cloud-capt Towers, 
The gorgeous Palaces^ 
The folemn Temples, 
The great Globe itfelf 
Tea all that it inherit 
Shall diffolve. 

And like the bafelefs fabric of a vifioh 
Leave not a wreck behind. 

Shakespear. 



f 

In the courfe of fo long a Narrative, I fear 
many inaccuracies muft have been obferved by 
the learned reader, but hope he will be fo 
indulgent as to pardon them: for I dp not 
pretend to be a writer, much lefs an elegant 
or correct one. It was not choice but m~ 

I ciffity 
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ceffrty that put me upon making the trial. 
Had not Mr. Hanbury attacked me in fo 
flagrant a manner, and gone fo much out 
of his way for the fake of wreaking his ma- 
lice and revenge, (for what bufinefs our dis- 
pute has in the Hiftory of his Charities, no 
one can conceive) he might have told the 

idle tale to his unbelieving neighbours as long 
as he pleafed, and I (hould never have thought 
either it % or its Author \ worth my notice. My 
chief aim hath been to make myfelf under- 
ftood, in order to bring truth to light ; and if I 
have fb far fucceeded, I need be under little 
concern for the elegance of flyle, as particular 
care hath been taken to advance nothing in my 
defence but what is ftri&ly confiftent with truth, 

and as fuch may be thoroughly relied on. But, 

if the leaft doubt can poffibly remain, the fol- 
lowing Atteftation of thofe who accompanied 
me from Oxford to Nottingham, and were 
witnefles to almoft every circumftance relating 
to that expedition, cannot fail of removing it. 



JV 



>bofe Names are underwrite 
witneffes to all that pajfed 



journey in company with Dr. Hayes to Notting- 

from the time ive Jet out in the afternoon of 



L^ 



*rt* 




May the zqtb, 1763, until all the perfc 

at that place were over; and* baling perufed the 

within Narrative do, as in confeience bounds 



attefi the truth of the fails 



nh 
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circumftance$> Jo far as came within our know- 
ledge, herein fet forth and fated by the faid 



Hayes 



Witnef6 our Hands, 



WILLIAM HAYES, A.M. Clerk, 

LEWIS MAXEY, A.B. 

BRADNAM TAWNEY, A.B. Clerk 
W M MATHEWS. 
J. L A T E S. 



Prefuming this will be fatisfa&ory to every 
candid and impartial reader, ought not Mr. 
Hanbury to retrad, and publicly to afk pardon 
(the only fatisfa&ion he can poflibly make) 

for having fo unjuftly afperfed my character ? 
This done, I fhall then leave him to the 

enjoyment of his Hobby-horfe, and the con- 
templation of his imaginary greatnefs. 




I 2 APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX. 




T hath already been mentioned, in thd fore- 
going narrative, that I had relinquifhed my 

ufual demand for the loan of books, for the 
fake pf the charity, from the time of my being 
firft engaged to condudt the mufic at Churca- 
Langton. I muft further acquaint the reader, 
that, at the firft and fecond meeting, I alfo 
faved Mr. Hanbury the expence of carriage to 
and from that place, by taking them with me 
in the chaife. But at the third, the bulk and 
weight was fo confiderably encreafed, that it 
was become impracticable for me to be the 
carrier of them any longer ; and, what was ftill 
further unfavourable, fomc of the books had 
been fo lately in ufe, that there was no oppor- 
tunity left of fending them by any regular car- 
rier : for the firft day's performance at Langr 
ton, was advertifed to be on Wednefday the 
eighth of July ; whereas our Annual Comme«* 
moration of Founders and Benefadtors, had 
been on Thurfiiay the fecond, (the very day 
on which the Northampton Carrier fet out 
from Oxford) and an Oratorio was performed, 

both that, and the following evening, in the 

Mufic-room ; fo that I was under the necefiity 

of 
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of employing a man with two horfes and a 
cart to convey them thither. The extraordi- 
nary expence attending this expedient (the only 
probable one to fucceed) as alfo the regular car- 
riage of them back again was, without the 
leaft fcrtfple, paid by Mr. Hanbury. 

He paid the carriage likewife of a ftill larger 
quantity, to 2nd from Leicefter the year follow- 
ing. Why then the leaft difficulty fhould arife 
concerning the payment of that article for the 
Nottingham expedition, I believe no mortal 
can conceive; and yet difficulties have arifen, 
and the debt remains unpaid. 

I do not charge its having been in that ftate 
wholly to Mr. Hanbury's account, but rather 
to my own tardinefs, and not applying for it 

fooner; and yet I flatter myfelf, they were 

laudable motives which reftrained me from it. 
Firft, I had written a Letter to Mr. Hanbury, 
immediately upon the return of the books, re- 
monftrating upon the unjuftnefs of his flopping 
fo large a portion of Mr. Maxey's gratuity, and 
not without fome tokens of refentment for the 
treatment I had met with ; at the fame time 
acquainting him with the fum which I had 
paid to the Northampton Carrier, on his ac- 
count, defiring he would reimburfe me as fbon 
as poflible. But after all, judging it would be 
more prudent to defer fending my letter, until 
I had reconfidered the contents of it, I did fo; 
left any thing fhould have efcaped my pen, in 

the warmth of my then difpofition, for which I 

ight 



m 
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might afterwards be fony. In fhort, I cooled 
£6 long upon it, that neither the letter I had 
written, nor any other was lent, during the firft 

four years after the meeting. 

The other was a motive of humanity : for 
having been informed that he was involved in a 
great deal of trouble on account of his* trefpaff- 

es, nay, that his living was then under fequef- 

tration, I thought it would be a cruelty to dif- 
trefs him further, by adding to the burthen, 
under which (according to the above informa- 
tion) he then laboured j and therefore refrained 



till 



making 



fhouid happily be difperfed. But although it 
was fuffered to lie dormant for fo long a time, 
I had, by no means, given up my pretenfions 

to the debt, being determined fome time or 
other to demand it ; and doubted not in the 

ieaft, as it was a juft one, but Mr. Hanbury, 
whenever that fhould be, would readily pay 
it; for, it was abundantly too improbable and 



unreafonable to be conceived, that the perlc 

ufc the books had been 



would either refofe to pay the carriage of them 



fhould exoed me* who allowed 



the ufe of them gratis* to ftand to their travel- 
ling charges alfo. However, when his trium^ 
phant hiftory came forth, it appeared that he 
had overcome all difficulties whatfoever; and 
that he was fo elate upon it, that he could 
not help fpurning and befpattering, every crea- 
ture who came in his wayj efpecially thofe 

who 



who had ever difpleafed him. As I was one of 

the unhappy viftims of his wantonneft (thinking 

it then a proper time) I fent him the follow- 
ing letter. 



To the Reverend Mr. Hanbury. 



S I R, 

ry* U ft and indebted to me the fum of 

■* £2. iSs.for the carriage of books from 

Oxford to Nottingham and back again j which 
fum I paid to the Northampton Carrier, who 
conveyed them thither by the moft certain means 
that could be found to perform it within the 
time, though at a greater expence than could 



neceffary. 



ijhed : however it was abfoh 

fettled, which I tnufl 
njifi upon being foon, IJhall endeavour to fettle 



of much greater confeaue> 



defe 



of my character, which you have fo fcandaloufty 
afperfed ; which, if publiftjed, will put yours 
in the moft odious, ridiculous, and contemptible 
light. But as a proof of my lenity, I ftiall 
poftpone the publication of it, until I know, 
whether or no, you are willing to make due fa- 
tisfa£lion for the injury done. In order to 



jhall ftrft 



" Adver- 
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11 Advertifement * fo to do : and if not eofn~ 
<c plied with, I jball then lay open the whole 
cc proceeding before the world, in fuch a man- 
ner, and with jucb undeniable evidence ', that 



C( 



(C 



cc 



cannot fail of thoroughly convincing it> how 
bafely you have aBed. 



cc 



I am 



Oxon, 



cc Tour much injured friend 



Nov. 25, 1767, « W, HAYES 



To Do&or Hayes, at Oxford. 



SIR, 



** T AM ordered by Mr. itanbury to pay 
<f -* you £2. iSs. if it appears that be owes 
<c you the money. *fbis therefore is to beg the 
"/favour of your letting me know what right 
~you have to the demand. He tells me that 



cc 



cc 



be fettled with you at Nottingham, and that 
even then you extorted fome pounds from himi 



* The reafon why the advertifement here mentioned was 
not pnbliihed, is, that in two of the following letters (one by 
Mr. Hanbury*s Agent, the other by himfelf ) there are fucK 
convincing tokens of an inflexibly ftubborn and vindictive fpi- 
rit, that it was judged to be ufelefs ; and that it would be 
more expedient to publiih the narrative without farther delay 
than was neceflary. 

u under 
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iC under a pretence that one of the voices that 



<< 



<( 



«< 



came with you was altered to a different 
part : But be this as it willy if your de- 
mand appears legale it fiall be imediately 
adjujled by Sir, 

" Tour mojl humble Servant, 

MAUNSELL HILL. 

Market Harborow, ^reafurer to the Society at 

Dec I ft, .767. aurch LangtQ ^ 



<c 



cc 



cc With regard to your threats* &c. I am 
pretty certain Mr. Hanbury will be ready 
to follow you (as far as is confijient with 
his character) thro any dance you may think 
proper to lead: — In his book he has Jet forth 
nothing but fa&s, as I am informed, and 



<c 



fupp 



°ft 



" you advance to the contrary in the moil 
" odious, ridiculous and contemptible light, 
and give further T)emonJlration to the word 



cc 



cc 



how bafely you have atted. You make 
" mention of your Lenity I am certain you have 
* c no right to expeB any from him as you was 

" (confejfedly) above iocl. lofs to him. And 1 



uli 



CC 



J¥ 



" him due fatisfa&ion for the injury done." 



K ft 
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To Mr. Maunfell Hill, &c. 



SIR, 



is a 



« cr'HE debt I claim of Mr. Hanbury 

" -* ytt^ cW /ra^ o^j occajioned by my de- 

" P°fe* n g money to the amount of the fum men- 
u timed in your letter ', 0/s />/* account; and 
« 'which could not poffibly be accounted for, at 
ct *ray former Reckoning, as it was not known 
" then, what the expence woud be ; nor was it 
" demanded 'till fometime after my return from 
Nottingham. Mr. Hanbury therefore, if he 
has any honour or gratitude left, ought to dif- 
cbarge it immediately : Since it is for the 
carriage of books, which, with others, be had 

the ufe of, for five years fuccejjively, without 
paying me one {hilling for the fame. 



cc 



<c 



<c 



*c 



« 



a 



cc 



cc 



cc 



As to his charge of my extorting any fum 
from him, on any account whatfoever, it is a 

fcandalous falfebood 5 and of a piece with the 

reft of bis ajfertions. 

No perfon was engaged for any part but 



cc 



that which be performed, and with bis appro* 



" bation. This I can prove by the counterpart 
of a memorandum he made at the Somerfet 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



Coffee-houfe in London. 

" After all, if any fuch alteration had been 
made, it was manifeflly for the better j /. e. 
from a chorus-part to a principal one, and 
therefore intitled to the full pay as fuch. But 
this gentleman (about whom only I had the 



cc 



leajl 



it 



cc 



« 



67 

" leafi dijpute with Mr. Hanbury) was Jlipulated 
cc for, and recommended as the only per Jon ca- 
pable of undertaking a certain principal cha- 
racter in Samfon : yet fucb was the great 
maris regard to honour, merit, and juflice, 
" that be abridged him of half his due reward ! 

" nay, of half what be ought to have received \ 
" bad be been only a chorus finger ; and what 
« was frankly allowed to one who had no better 
pret en/ions than as fucb (a wonderful proof of 
bis judgement !) not that he received one penny 
" more than bis due: for the four gentlemen 
who went from hence as fingers were engaged 



CC 



CC 



u upon equal terms one with the other ; and con* 
fequently the witbolding a part from any one, 



c« 



cc 



was a manifejl piece of injuftice. 

c< I" have been the more circumjttintial in this 

" particular, as it poffibly may convince you, that 



Mr. Hanbury has deceived bis friends, as well 
" as others, by mifreprefenting things ; and I 
may venture to ajj'ure you, that be has not done 
it more in this injiance, than be has in every 

other relating to the Nottingham Meeting, 



« 



cc 



u which will be thoroughly proved, 



<c 



By Sir, 



" Tour humble Servant, 

Oxon. Dec. 9, 1767. « W# HAYES. 



cc 



" Your pojlfcript I confider as a meer Echo, and 
jhall pay no farther regard to it at prefent" 

Kz One 
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One would imagine, by the Treafurer's not 
anfwering this letter, that, if he be not con- 
vinced of the legality of the debt, he is, at leaft, 
afhamed of the Vifitor's behaviour ; and there- 
fore wafheth his hands of the correfpondence. 
But if convinced, as he muft be, he is bound in 
honour to difcharge it ; having given me his 
word that, provided my demand appeared le- 
gal, it fhould be immediately adjujled by himfelf. 
Moreover, the credit of the whole fociety is 
equally concerned, in the payment of all juft 
demands on account" of the charity. But hold, 
I am robbing the reader of a pleafure ; by de- 
taining him from the perufal of the following 
polite Epiftle, vouchfafed me by the Founder, 
Fifitor, and perpetual Di&ator himfelf. 



cc 



cc 



€€ 



CC 



CC 



CC 



CC 



To DoEior Hayes % at Oxford. 
SIR, 

THave this moment received your Second 
-* Letter from Mr. Hill, and it is fomewhat 
curious your pejlering us in this manner about 
nothing : — Tou know I dont owe you a fart king, 
that I fettled with and paid you all your De- 
mands at Nottingham ; you know that you was 
to find the Books in Confequence of the 2$ G ,* 



* I did find him the Books as ufual ; but Mr. Hanbury knows 
that he allowed me nearly this fum at Leicefter the year before ; 
and fo much as either exceeded my afual gratuity was charged 

in proportion as the diftance, time, and cxpences exceeded the 

former ; 




u that it was en their account I applied to you % 
" and that without them you could be of nofer- 
11 vice to me : — You know alfo that if any money 
1 e had been due to you on any account you would 
** have demanded it years ago j — But as this is 
lately fprung up y we may jujlly conclude it to 
be the EffeSl of fome Paffion , In Jhort Sir> 

you are gall'd at my telling the truths and that 
is the befi thing that can be faid in your Ex- 
cufe y and makes your wincing and kicking 
about in this manner admit of fome Pallia- 
tion z—You mujl not ExpeSt however to Jojlle 
any money out of my Pockety and to prevent 



cc 



cc 



cc 



€C 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



former ; exclufive of the carriage of the Books, which had always 
been confidered as a feparate article. Nay, he, I believe with 
his own hand, paid the Leicefter Carrier the whole that was 
charged by the Northampton carrier and hitnfelf, from Oxford, 
and back again, in 1762 : for I left the boxes (which contained 
them) in charge with him, to have them fafely returned. 

But he is pleafed to fay, " it was on their account he ap- 
plied to me, and that without them I could be of no fervice 

to him.'" 1 am obliged to him for this difcovery, as well as 

his intended compliment : for, without books, it is humbly appre- 
hended, the fame might be faid of every other performer. But 
where could he have found another perfon to furnim him with 
fuch a quantity of mufic, to fupply the place of a finger, and 
to conduft the performances, for double the fum I demanded of 
him ? I confidered the undertaking, as what might contribute 
to the prefervation of my health, and perhaps afford fome little 
plcafure, by fliifting the fcene, .more than with regard to the 

pecuniary advantage which might arife from it. 

When firft my terms were fixed, 1 being a ft ranger to the 
fituation of Church Langton, and its Accommodations, my 
chief concern was about a well-aired bed ; apprehending the 
novelty of the undertaking would bring together a vaft con- 
courfe of people from diftant parts ; I was foon made eafy upon 
that account, by an afiurance of being accommodated at the 
parfonage houfe ; but when I came there, the utmoft that could 
be afforded me was only half a bed with Mr. Pinto. This 

however. 
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« c any further attempts of the like Nature, this 



u 



cc 



cc 



" is to let you know, that you are denied the 
Payment of any Sum whatjbever, and you 
are hereby denied Payment, and you are de- 
fired Speedily to uje any redrefs you may think 
proper*— I am Sir, 

Tour mojl Humble Servant, 

« WM. HANBURY. 



CC 



<C 



cc 



cc 



If ytm fend any more Letters, pay the Poft- 
age, or they Jhall be returned unopened' 9 



however, dtfagreeable as it was to both, we enjoyed bat two 
nights ; for on the third we were both deprived of it, by Sir 
Francis Skipwith's Saying to take a dance. It is remarkable 
chat Mr. Hanbury fpeaks (bmewhat feelingly of the cujhion 
dcnce particularly* Then alas ! one of his {errant* beds fell to 
my lot, and Pinto (pent the night with fuch company as he 
found at the neighbouring ale-houle (for inn there was none) 
and better had it been for me, had I done fo too : for what 
with the hardnefs of the bed, and the noife in the room adjoin- 
ing, where all the company after their dance fnpped, I had not 
a wink of fleep ; fo that, inftead of being refreJhed, I was more 
fatigued than when I lay down. As to eating and drinking, it 
was much of a piece : for I had not one comfortable meal while 
I was there ; the beft was at a fixpenny ordinary. *Tis true, I 
might have dined in the booth or tent, which was an awning 
thrown over a flight frame, the floor of which was na thing 
bat the bare earth, and Handing pretty much expofed in a large 
field. This was by no means proper for roc who came reeking 
liot out of the church; I therefore preferred the other, to avoid 
getting cold. However, the two years following, I determined 
not to be liable to thefe inconveniendes ; and accordingly took 
op my abode at Harborough (three miles and three quarters 
cixftant) as did moll of the other performers theirs ; where we 
took our breakraft each morning, ordered dinner to be ready at 
a certain hoar, then Jet out for Langton, did oar bafinefs, re- 
turned to Harborough, and fpent the remainder of each day 
(tho* at feparate houfes) very comfortably. 

What 
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What oitv it is, that Mr 



himfelf, 



of having a painter from London to draw his 
pi&ure -, when it appears by the prefent, as 
well as a former proof, how very capable he 
was of performing it himfelf. 

Here you have him at full length, in the 
moft lively and lafting colours. The obferver 
need not place himfelf in any particular fitu- 
ation in order to view this piElurt to advan- 
tage:* for it will always be the fame, from 
whatever point it is viewed. 

It hath ever been deemed an excellence in 
a painter, who, exclufive of delineating the 
external features properly, could give fuch 



fufficiently 



effion and 



Mr. 



attained to, in the higheft perfection: info- 
much that whoever views the pifture before 
us, without being deeply fkilled in Phyfiog- 
nomy, will be able, at firft fight, to difcover 
his real temper and difpojition. In fhort, the 
pifture is fo very like in all refpe&s, that we 
may write over it, by the way of motto, 

iReau frm, ann take fjim, 

• Vide note, pag. 41, of the foregoing narrative. 



FINIS. 



